



MATHON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Tuesday 6th JANUARY 2026 at 7.30 pm in Mathon Parish Hall 
(These Minutes are in draft form until approved at the next Council Meeting)
Present:-     Cllr S Harte, Cllr P Davies, Cllr C Green , Cllr M Meir, Cllr M Malsbury  
In attendance:  Mrs D Taylor (Clerk), Mr David Baldwin (MHT), Ward Cllr Helen Heathfield    

Apologies for absence :    Cllr K Perkins, Mr Chris Rouse (MHT)
DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS (DPI) or other DISCLOSABLE INTERESTS falling within the terms of para 12(4)(b) of the Code of Conduct – No Declarations made.
Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)  -  No requests had been received by the Clerk relating to any items on the present Agenda 
The Chairman adjourned the Meeting for Public Question Time/Participation.  
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
(a)
Public questions – none 
(b)
Malvern Hills Trust –  Mr David Baldwin reported to the Council on behalf of Malvern Hills Trust (MHT).  A huge amount of work “behind the scenes” was under way - locally at Thetford Meadow in Mathon (named after the late Sue Thetford, a life long supporter of the Conservators (now MHT) and a former Clerk and Cllr for Mathon Parish Council).  Other projects involved coppicing/removal of ash trees after ash die back and stock fencing.  Huge thanks are due to the enthusiastic and dedicated voluntary teams of field workers.   Without their commitment MHT would not be able to successfully look after 3,000 acres of hills and common land under its control.  One of the most important new year messages from MHT is “Keep your dog on a lead when near to livestock on the hills”.  This is especially important at this time of the year with pregnant sheep on the hills and commons.  A worrying increase in dog related incidents has taken place in the last 12 months – with 14 reports of dog chasing, 9 attacks on livestock and 4 deaths.  As and when the MHT Parliamentary Bill is passed, the Trust will be better placed to prosecute dog owners for stress/damage to livestock caused by their dogs.  
(c)
Herefordshire Ward Councillor  -   Ward Cllr Helen Heathfield had previously reported on the Government’s proposed funding allocation for Herefordshire for 2026/27.  Due to the changes in the proposed formula for funding, a £30M shortfall means Herefordshire will now have to find savings and efficiencies more than twice those of previous years.  The Council is in the final stages of putting together its budget statement.    Even with imposing the full 5% Council Tax there will be job losses and cuts to services.  
(d)
CSO/West Mercia Police –  No report  
The Chairman re-opened the Meeting 
01/26
FOOTPATHS  - no issues to report 
02/26 
MINUTES    

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th November 2025 were approved and signed.  Proposed by Cllr C Green and seconded by Cllr S Harte.   The Minutes of the Council Planning Meeting held on 8th December were approved and signed.  Proposed by Cllr P Davies and seconded by Cllr M Malsbury.
03/26 
MATHON PARISH HALL  -  Nothing to report at the moment. 
04/26
CONSULTATION  -  WARD BOUNDARIES 
The Clerk had e-mailed the Cllrs with details of the above – comments deadline was 02/02/26.
At the moment Mathon PC forms part of Hope End Ward.  The number of Ward Cllrs remains the same at 53, but Ward boundaries would be changing based on population. 

05/26
MATHON PC WEBSITE 
Cllr M Meir and the Clerk reported to the meeting.  Obtaining a .gov domain name and e-mail was only possible through HALC and the Clerk had contacted Lynda Wilcox re this.  Two options were available, and the Council unanimously agreed  to a fuller version -  Mathonparishcouncil.gov.uk and for the e-mail Dianataylor@mathonparishcouncil.gov.uk   The Clerk and Cllr Meir had been working on improving the current website information and layout before moving to the new.gov.uk website.   Cllr Meir offered to construct a new website for the Council for future consideration. 
06/26   FINANCE 
The following payment of Accounts as per cheque list signed by the Chairman (attached to the Minutes) was approved.  Proposed by Cllr C Green and seconded by Cllr M Malsbury  :-  

(a)
D W Taylor - Clerk’s Salary -  December 2025/January 2026 - (PAYE deducted) - £612.00 
(b)
Duffy Regan & Co – Payroll services -  £30.00 
 

(c)
Annual ICO Data Protection Fee 2026 - £52.00 

(d)
HMRC – PAYE – Oct/Nov/Dec 2025 - £319.80  
(e)
For information – Lloyds Bank Charges – 10th September – 9th November 2025 - £10.50  

07/26    HIGHWAYS 
(a) 
Blocked Culvert along West Malvern Road –  (Ref FS Case 595345623)  - still very silted up.  
   
 
Still in the system – planned for drainage technician to attend. There are still outstanding jetting 


issues.
(b) Flooding across the road near to Brook House – Cllr M Meir reported that in December the gulleys team had discovered a drainage channel under the village green that they had not known about.  Over the years this had become blocked and it drains directly into the brook on the Rundlemead Stables side.  They had also discovered a drainage point off the road which requires some remedial work.  As work to resolve both these problems requires specialist equipment, nothing further has happened, but hopefully this will eventually be resolved.   
(c) Pot Holes – near Rook Row  -  Cllr C Green has been liaising with Herefordshire Council on this but nothing yet to report.
(d) Any Other Issues  - Cllr C Green reported the road full of potholes from Hackney Cross to the B4220, especially down in the dip of the road.  Clerk/Chairman to liaise re reporting this to Herefordshire Highways.
08/26 
CLIFFE ARMS 

Nothing to report at the moment
09/26 
CORRESPONDENCE – all relevant correspondence had been e-mailed to Cllrs 
10/26    NEXT MEETING DATE 
THURSDAY 5th March 2026 at 7.30 pm. in Mathon Parish Hall  
..............................................................  (Chairman)         .........................................  Date 

