
MATHON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 5th MARCH 2026 at 7.30 pm in Mathon Parish Hall 
(These Minutes are in draft form until approved at the next Council Meeting)
Present:-     Cllr S Harte, Cllr P Davies, Cllr C Green 
In attendance:  Mrs D Taylor (Clerk), Mr David Baldwin (MHT
Apologies for absence :    Cllr K Perkins, Cllr M Malsbury, Cllr M Meir, Ward Cllr Helen Heathfield,  Mr Chris Rouse (MHT)
DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS (DPI) or other DISCLOSABLE INTERESTS falling within the terms of para 12(4)(b) of the Code of Conduct – No Declarations made.
Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)  -  No requests had been received by the Clerk relating to any items on the present Agenda 
The Chairman adjourned the Meeting for Public Question Time/Participation.  
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
(a)
Public questions – none 
(b)
Malvern Hills Trust –  Mr David Baldwin reported to the Council on behalf of Malvern Hills Trust (MHT).  He circulated to Cllrs present a Winter Newsletter which covered all the work being done by staff and volunteers over the winter months.  A recent project involved reducing the water flow at Swinyard Hill by creating dams using cut down logs.  This was a joint venture funded by Worcs Co Council, bringing together National Landscapes,. contractors and local land owners and was a huge success.  The Trust had also put together a Land Training Course covering tractor and attachment maintenance, Health & Safety issues, especially those linked to land management. The Trust now had three new full time posts to be filled for Rangers on the hills.  

(c)
Herefordshire Ward Councillor  -   Helen Heathfield had e-mailed her apologies for not being able to attend the meeting.  She was still chasing up re Highways issues in Mathon..  
(d)
CSO/West Mercia Police –  No crime to report   
The Chairman re-opened the Meeting 
13/26
FOOTPATHS    
The Clerk had circulated to all Cllrs details of Grants available through the Herefordshire Council’s Lengthsman Scheme for 2026/27, with particular emphasis on PROW work a Lengthsman could undertake.  After some discussion the Council agreed to sign up for the scheme to apply for a grant for  Footpaths work in the parish.   Proposed by Cllr C Green and seconded by Cllr P Davies.   This was, of course, dependent on finding a suitably qualified Lengthsman in the first place.  The Clerk to make further enquiries.   
14/26 
MINUTES    

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6th January 2026 were approved and signed.  Proposed by Cllr P Davies and seconded by Cllr S Harte.   The Minutes of the Extra Council Meeting held on 9th February 2026 were approved and signed.  Proposed by Cllr P Davies and seconded by Cllr C Green.
15/26 
MATHON PARISH HALL  -  
Cllr S Harte reported that a Meeting of the Parish Hall Committee would be held on Wednesday 12th March.. 
16/26
HEREFORD COUNCIL’S CHARTER  
The Clerk had e-mailed all Cllrs with details of the above.  This was a Charter detailing the working relationship between Herefordshire Council and the Parish Councils in the County.  The Council agreed to adopt the Charter,  Proposed by Cllr P Davies and seconded by Cllr C Green.

17/26
CITIZEN SCIENCE PROGRAMME 
The Clerk had e-mailed all Cllrs details of a Water Testing & Monitoring Programme taking water samples from Cradley Brook from source to joining with Suckley Brook and finally joining the River Teme at Bransford.  A group of volunteers are sampling and testing under the leadership of Severn Rivers Trust (SRT) and working with Malvern Hills National Landscapes to try and ensure funding for more extensive monitoring.  Concerns about the water quality have been discussed with Severn Trent and the Environment Agency, and progress was being made to identify the source of contamination and what remedial actions were necessary.  The Council expressed an interest to be kept informed of progress,  The Clerk to action this. 

18/26
PLANNING – HALC  
The Clerk had forwarded on to all Cllrs an e-mail from HALC re the English Devolution & Community Empowerment Bill going through Parliament at the moment.  The Bill was mostly about creating regional English Mayors and handing them significant powers.  However, it does not guarantee town and parish councils a say in big planning decisions that concern them.  There is a serious omission on “planning applications of strategic importance”.  The Bill allows Regional Mayors to decide who is allowed to submit written representations in the run up to a decision.  Sections 12 and 32 of the Bill are examples of the way the parish voice has been marginalised, and they need to be amended.    The Bill is now in the Committee stage in the House of Lords, and HALC is calling for all Parish Councils to e-mail the peers most closely involved in consideration, and to our Herefordshire MP’s.  The Council strongly supported the action suggested by HALC, and the Clerk was asked to send out the appropriate e-mails.  HALC had also confirmed that any parishioner could also send out e-mails to the peers and MP’s.  The Clerk to liaise with the Cradley & Storridge Clerk re sending this information for publication in the CMS newsletter. 
19/26
MATHON PC WEBSITE 
Cllr Matt Meir and the Clerk have been working on re-organising the files/documents on the existing website in preparation for a move to the new .gov website.  The Clerk had been chasing HALC, and had been assured the .gov domain name would be available in the next week or so.  Unfortunately the Council was not able to take up the offer by Cllr M Meir to design the website as Eyelid would not host a website it had not designed. 
20/26    AGAR – Assertion 10 – 2025/26

(a)  The Clerk reported on the Clerk’s Meeting held on 10th February when AGAR Assertion 10 requirements were reviewed.  All of Assertion 10 covers Digital and Data compliance, including the recommendation that Parish Councils move to a .gov.uk website – which Mathon is doing.  Alongside this is a recommendation that once the Parish Council moves to a .gov.uk website, all Parish Cllrs must also have a .gov.uk e-mail address for all Parish Council communications.  The use of personal e-mail addresses for Parish Council work is not thought to be appropriate.  Eyelid will be able to provide these .gov.uk e-mail addresses when we are up and running with the new website.   Fortunately Mathon Parish council has already complied with most of the requirements in Assertion 10.  The accessibility statement on our present website will be updated when we move to the new site.   Cllrs and Clerk to check their data security/back up arrangements.  HALC will be advising on Data Audits/Cllrs Training and the Transparency Code is to be noted on the audit return.

(b).  Data Protection Officer – it is an AGAR requirement that the Council adopts a Data Protection Officer (to be reviewed every 4 years).  This is usually the Clerk, therefore it was proposed by Cllr S Harte and seconded by Cllr P Davies that the Clerk – Diana Taylor – be appointed the Data Protection Officer for Mathon Parisn Council. 
21/26   FINANCE 
The following payment of Accounts as per cheque list signed by the Chairman (attached to the Minutes) was approved.  Proposed by Cllr C Green and seconded by Cllr P Davies :-  

(a)
D W Taylor - Clerk’s Salary -  February/March 2026 - (PAYE deducted) - £693.25  
(b)
D W Taylor – Clerk’s Office – 1st October 2025 – 31st March 2026 - £70.00  
 

(c)
HALC & NALC Subscription Fee – 2026/27 - £572.86  

(d)
Ron Hadley – open space & village green maintenance & cutting down oak tree - £750.00

(e)
D W Taylor – Clerk’s expenses – 1st October 2025 -   28th February 2026 - £98.76

(f)
Mathon Parish Hall Hire – Planning 8/12 & Extra meeting 9/2 - £25.00

(g)
HMRC – PAYE – Jan/Feb/March 2026 - £319.60 
(h)
For information – Lloyds Bank Charges – 10th November 2025 – 9th January 2026 £10.00 

The Clerk reported that she had received a statement from Lloyds bank which stated that Mathon Parish Council’s Bank Account is now covered by the FCS (Financial Compensation Scheme)  

(i)
Finance Overview – this had been circulated to all Cllrs, and was noted and agreed by the Council. 

22/26    HIGHWAYS 
(a) 
Blocked Culvert along West Malvern Road –  (Ref FS Case 595345623)  - still very silted up.  
   
 
Still in the system – planned for drainage technician to attend. There are still outstanding jetting 


issues. Ward Cllr Helen Heathfield is chasing this up
(b) Flooding across the road near to Brook House – The Clerk had been chasing this up and Highways reported back that jetting had been completed.  The notes from the working team indicated that there might be a break in the line and that it needs to have a camera inspection.  Enquiry 11206253 was raised on 26th February for the drainage technicians to investigate.  Cllr M Meir reported via e-mail that a team had removed some blockages in the main drain.  The drain pipework crosses from the Rundlemead side to Brook House side before the bridge and then drains into the brook on the side of Brook House.  This side had some drainage channels cut into the verge last summer by Herefordshire Council, but it would appear the pipework may have been broken with root ingress as well.  This has been passed back to the management team (as noted above) 
(c) Pot Holes – near Rook Row  -  Cllr C Green reported that some potholes had been marked out, but nothing further to report. 
(d) Narrow road full of potholes from Hackney Cross to the B4220. This has been reported to Highways BB Ref: 11206270.  The Clerk has spoken to Highways who have reported back that some pothole work has been done, but they will raise an enquiry with the Locality Steward to inspect and report back.  
23/26 
CLIFFE ARMS 

It was formally Minuted that the Cliffe Arms had finally been purchased by the Netherley Hall Estate, much to the delight of the Council and parishioners generally.  Cllr M Meir had e-mailed to report that work had already started to clear overgrown vegetation on the site, and remove the metal raised plates from the car park. 
24/26 
CORRESPONDENCE – all relevant correspondence had been e-mailed to Cllrs 
25/26    NEXT MEETING DATE 
THURSDAY 7th MAY 2026.  Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00 pm followed by the Annual Council Meeting at 7.30 pm in Mathon Parish Hall  
Future 2026 Meeting Dates – 2nd July - 3rd September – 5th November 

..............................................................  (Chairman)         .........................................  Date 

